
Section 1- Key facts from the 2011 census 

• The resident population of England and Wales on 27 March 2011 was 56.1 million, a seven per cent (3.7 million) increase since 
2001 with 55 per cent (2.1 million) of this increase being due to migration. One in six people were aged 65 or over (16 per cent, 
9.2 million). 

• In 2011, four out of every five (81 per cent, 45.5 million) residents of England and Wales described themselves as being in good 
or very good health. 

• Ten per cent (5.8 million) of residents of England and Wales provided unpaid care for someone with an illness or disability. This 
was the same percentage as in 2001 (10 per cent, 5.2 million). Over a third (37 per cent, 2.1 million) of these people were giving 
20 or more hours care a week, an increase of five percentage points (473,000) on 2001 (32 per cent, 1.7 million). 

• The number of residents who stated that their religion was Christian in 2011 was fewer than in 2001. The size of this group 
decreased 13 percentage points to 59 per cent (33.2 million) in 2011 from 72 per cent (37.3 million) in 2001. The size of the 
group who stated that they had no religious affiliation increased by 10 percentage points from 15 per cent (7.7 million) in 2001 to 
25 per cent (14.1 million) in 2011. 

• Most residents of England and Wales belonged to the White ethnic group (86 per cent, 48.2 million) in 2011, and the majority of 
these belonged to the White British group (80 per cent of the total population, 45.1 million). In London in 2011, 45 per cent (3.7 
million) out of 8.2 million usual residents were White British. 

• Twelve per cent (2.0 million) of households with at least two people had partners or household members of different ethnic 
groups in 2011, a three percentage point increase on 2001 (nine per cent, 1.4 million). 

• Of the 13 per cent (7.5 million) of residents of England and Wales on 27 March 2011 who were born outside of the UK, just over 
half (3.8 million) arrived in the last 10 years. 

• Nearly 4.8 million residents held a non-UK passport that was either an EU passport (2.3 million) or a foreign passport (2.4 
million). 

• Sixty four per cent (14.9 million) of households owned their own home in 2011, either with a mortgage or loan, or outright. Home 
ownership decreased four percentage points since 2001, but more people owned their home outright, an increase of two 
percentage points from 29 per cent (6.4 million) to 31 per cent (7.2 million). The group that rented from a private landlord or 
letting agency increased by six percentage points from nine per cent (1.9 million) in 2001 to 15 per cent (3.6 million) in 2011. 



• The number of cars and vans available for use by households in England and Wales increased from 23.9 million to 27.3 million 
between 2001 and 2011. In 2001 there were on average 11 cars per 10 households whereas in 2011 there were 12 cars per 10 
households. The proportion of households with access to no cars or one car declined over the decade whereas the proportion 
with two or more cars rose. London was the only region where the number of cars and vans was lower than the number of 
households. 

• In 2011 there were more people with Level 4 or above qualifications, eg Bachelor’s degree (27 per cent, 12.4 million), than 
people with no qualifications (23 per cent, 10.3 million). 

 


